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to the offertory, before which we solemnly bless the
holy water; then I make them say all together, after
me, the Pater, the Ave, and other prayers they know.
In the afternoon I propose to them some little ques-
tion from the Catechism, and make them give ac-
count of what they have learned during the week,
giving to each some little prize according to his merit.

This method, along with the little rewards, has
wonderful results. For, in the first place, it has
kindled among all the children so great a desire to
learn that there is not even one who, if it can stam-
mer out words at all, does not desire to be instructed ;
and, as they are almost all fairly intelligent, they
make rapid progress, for they even [12] teach one
another.

I cannot tell you the satisfaction and consolation
these little children give us. When we consider
their Fathers, still plunged in their superstitions,
although recognizing sufficiently the truth, we are
afraid that God, provoked by their sins, has rejected
them for a time; but, as for the children, without
doubt he holds out his arms to them and draws them
to himself. The eagerness they show to learn the
duties of a Christian keeps us from doubting it. The
smallest ones throw themselves into our arms, as we
pass through the Cabins, and do not require to be
urged to talk and to learn. Father Daniel hit upon
the plan of quieting a little child, crying in its
mother’s arms, by having it make the sign of the
Cross. And indeed, one day when I had just been
teaching the Catechism to them in our Cabin, this
child made us laugh; its mother was carrying it in
her arms, and was going out; but, as soon as she
reached the door, it began to cry so that she was com-



